THE  SUN   AND   THE  SERPENT

be Danavas,1 and all these tribes were ^doubtless
of Asura descent.

The Kurus and Panchalas, who had evidently
come under Brahmanical influence, are said to
be " conversant with the truths of religion " ; but
not so the Madrakas and the other people of the
" Five Rivers." 2

Many of the customs, ascribed to the Bahlikas
were certainly much opposed to the rules laid
down by Brahmanical law-givers. Possibly
some of the improprieties may have been ex-
aggerated,, but not a few of them still exist
amongst the descendants of these people.

The Madras, as one of their greatest offences
are said to have had Kshatriyas for their priests.3
This, it may be noted, confirms other passages,
showing that the Bahlikas were Kshatriyas, and
that they belonged to no servile caste, and to no
tribe of outside barbarians. We find, however,
that they had not adopted a fixed caste system,
but that there were Brahmans and Kshatriyas
in the same family.4

These people are described as eating out of
wooden and earthen vessels, and as drinking the
milk of sheep and of camels,5 which some of them
do to this day. It is said, too, that the Jartika

Katha Sarit Sagara, Tawney, i. 416.
2 Mahabharata, Kama, p. xlv.
' Ib.                  4 Ib.               6 Ib. p. xliv.
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